a sustainability upgrade for your new home

TERM

®

BARRIER SYSTEM

moisture leaks
energy leaks
and now…

seals
insect leaks
www.polyguardbarriers.com

Polyguard Products, Inc. is an employee-owned company and has protected
structures from moisture and energy leaks since 1970.
Coca Cola
1978

DC Metro
1982

AA Center - Dallas
2001

Harry Potter - Orlando
2012

Minnesota Vikings Stadium
2016

In 1999 we thought,
“We can seal moisture and energy leaks. Why not seal termite and insect leaks?”

This led to a November 1999 meeting with Texas A&M entomology scientists and started a 17- year long
development and testing program. Testing has expanded to the Universities of Georgia, Florida, and
Louisiana, among others.
The result is the TERM® Barrier System, which uses established building envelope materials and improved sealants for
pest exclusion.
TERM Barriers are not considered pesticides by the EPA and most state regulators classify TERM as a physical
barrier. Additionally, TERM Barriers have received an ICC Evaluation Report ESR-3632 as a Termite Barrier
System.
Since TERM Barriers exclude almost all insects, expect significantly less disruption from pest invasion and
significantly less need for pesticide applications over the life of the structure. The result – a nicer place to live.

Protecting against moisture,
energy and insect leaks.

Step-by-Step Guide

®

Construction Sequence
1 - Seal Pipe Penetrations

Hospital
Okemah, OK

Insect Entry

Residence
Waco, TX

Plumbing penetrations through the slab are a major
entry point for subterranean termites. Small openings
(1/50th of an inch) permits entry by termites
between the pipe and the concrete slab.

TERM Sealant Barrier
®

TERM Sealant Barrier is a single component caulkable or toolable sealant, which
stays elastomeric.
TERM Sealant Barrier, applied at the point where the pipe comes through the slab,
will seal out termites.
If the pipe is surrounded by insulation, a larger amount of TERM Sealant Barrier is
needed to tie in to the concrete.

Construction Sequence

®

2 - Bath Trap Barrier - Termites / All Pests

TERM Particle Barrier (Termite only)
New American Home Remodel 2017
Orlando, FL

Insect Entry

TERM All-Pest Bath Trap Barrier
Residence
Houston, TX

Bath traps, or blocked out areas in the slab, permit the entry of
everything from termites to rodents.
If the bath trap has been filled with concrete, termites can enter
at the interface between the fill and the slab wall, as well as
between the pipe and concrete.

TERM Bath Trap Barrier
®

A cleaned bath trap opening filled with TERM Particle Barrier will exclude subterranean termite entry.
The TERM All-Pest Bath Trap includes not only the particle barrier, but the TERM Micromesh Screen
Barrier, sealed to the concrete with TERM Flashing Barrier and TERM Sealant Barrier. TERM All-Pest Bath
Trap excludes insects and other pests.

®

Construction Sequence
3 - Sill Barrier - Perimeter

Residence
Waco, TX

Insect Entry

Residence
Waco, TX

One termite entry method from under the slab is through cracks
or joints in the horizontal concrete.
Termites – and other insects and pests – also enter through
gaps at the perimeter between the underside of the perimeter
framing sill plate and the top surface of the concrete slab.

TERM Sill Plate Barrier - at the building perimeter
®

TERM Sill Barrier protects the outside perimeter of the occupied ground level. Note that for
maximum termite and insect exclusion, the entire horizontal surface of the ground level slab must
be completely sealed against insects.
TERM Sill Barrier, in addition to blocking termites and insects, blocks moisture in the concrete slab
from reaching the wood framing. Additionally, when combined with a bead of TERM Sealant Barrier
or with TERM Flashing Barrier, energy leaks underneath the perimeter framing are sealed.

®

Construction Sequence
4 - Sill Barrier - Interior

Residence
Decatur, GA

Insect Entry

Residence
Metairie, LA

Subterranean termites and other insects can enter through
concrete cracks, joints, or other gaps in the ground level slab.

TERM Sill Plate Barrier - underneath interior
®

TERM Sill Barrier, applied underneath interior sill plates and extending out a minimum 1” beyond
the sill plate, can tie into TERM Flooring Underlayment Barriers to provide 100% horizontal
protection.
TERM Sill Barrier also blocks moisture transmission from the concrete slab to the framing above.

®

Construction Sequence
5 - Base Flashing Barrier

Residence
Denton, TX

Insect Entry

Residence
Metairie, LA

Very frequently, slabs are finished perfectly to the naked eye, but
there is enough room for insect entry between the sheathing and
the imperfectly-leveled slab.
Subterranean termites, insects, and other pests can enter
through gaps between exterior sheathing and the concrete slab.

TERM Flashing Barrier
®

TERM Flashing Barrier used as base flashing where the exterior wall meets the concrete slab, will
block subterranean termites, insects, and other pests.
Additionally, TERM Flashing will stop energy and moisture leaks. Once applied, housewrap or a fully
adhered air barrier may be installed.

®

Construction Sequence
6 - Seam & Window Flashing Barrier

Residence
Houston, TX

Residence
Waco, TX

Insect Entry

Seasonal termite swarming

Entry of subterranean termites from underground can take place
through gaps in seams and around windows. This can happen
over much of the year.
In addition, the “swarming” of subterranean termites is an
alarming seasonal event for homeowners. Swarming takes
place under warm and wet conditions. Under these conditions,
termite pairs fly short distances from existing colonies to
structures where they shed their wings and search for a gap
through which they can enter. .

TERM Seam and Window Flashing Barrier
®

TERM Seam and Window Flashing Barrier, applied during construction, is designed to exclude both
swarming and foraging termites, along with other insects.
TERM Seam and Window Flashing Barrier is also blocks moisture and energy leaks around the
structure.

®

Construction Sequence
7 - Masonry Weep and Vent Barrier

TERM Weep and Vent Barrier

Insect Entry

Residence
Ennis, TX

Weep and vent holes are incorporated into masonry walls to
allow air circulation and drainage of water which accumulates
behind the masonry wall.
Insects, rodents, and other pests are known to enter masonry
structures through weep holes and vent holes between masonry
units. Once behind the masonry, pests search for an entry
opening.
Many of today’s weep and vent accessories incorporate insect
screens. However, today’s screen apertures are rarely small
enough to exclude subterranean termites.

TERM Weep and Vent Barrier
®

TERM Weep and Vent Barrier is designed to allow ventilation and drainage behind the
masonry wall. Additionally, the stainless-steel screen incorporated in the weep and vent barrier
has a screen opening size of only 0.018” which is small enough to exclude subterranean
termites.

®

Construction Sequence
8 - Flooring Underlayment Barriers

TERM Tile Underlayment Barrier
The New American Home 2017
Orlando, FL

Insect Entry
Entry
Insect
Termite and insect entry from underground occurs at
joints, cracks, seams, and crevices in the slab.

TERM Floor Underlayment Barrier
®

Since cracks can occur anywhere on concrete floors, full protection
against insect entry at ground level requires 100% coverage of the
horizontal surface. TERM Flooring Underlayment Barriers, tied into TERM
Sill Plate Barrier (see 2 and 4) provides this complete horizontal
coverage. Today, flooring underlayments are commonly used to
protect the flooring above.
TERM Tile Underlayment Barrier is used with ceramic tile floors, and has
four functions: First, a moisture barrier. Second, a termite and insect
barrier. Third, preventing the tile from cracking when the concrete floor
underneath develops cracking (an “anti-fracture” function), and fourth
as a sound deadener.
TERM Wood Floor Underlayment Barrier used with wood or laminate
flooring performs as both a termite and a moisture barrier, preventing
moisture in the concrete or wood substrate from reaching and
damaging the finished floor above.

Floor installed over underlayment barrier
New American Home 2017
Orlando, FL

®

Construction Sequence
9 - Cold Joint / Isolation Joint Barrier

TERM® Isolation Joint Barrier before
concrete pour

Insect Entry

TERM® Isolation
Joint
Barrier after
TERM Joint
Barrier
concrete pour, before
detail form removal
The New American Home 2017
Orlando, FL

Isolation joints are non-moving joints between the slab of the
structure and exterior slabs such as driveways, sidewalks,
and patios.
Isolation joints are a frequent entry point for subterranean
termites.

TERM Isolation Joint Barrier
®

TERM Isolation Joint Barrier seals the gap between the interior and exterior slabs against
penetration by subterranean termites.

Construction Sequence

®

10 - Particle Barrier at Exposed Concrete Perimeter

Install a 4” wide wedge-shaped trench

Insect Entry

Residence
Wylie, TX

The termite entry points which are easiest to spot occur when
termites build a tunnel or “mud tube” (at right) up the face of
exposed vertical concrete surfaces just above ground level.
Once a tube is constructed, termites use it to enter the structure.
Also, termites living in the structure travel back and forth through
the tunnel from the interior to the soil to obtain moisture and
return resources to the colony.

TERM Particle Barrier
®

TERM Particle Barrier is installed by a pest management professional in a wedge-shaped trench
dug against the vertical concrete face. If precisely-sized and shaped stone particles are correctly
installed against the vertical concrete, subterranean termites cannot penetrate the particles to
reach the above ground wall.

®

Below Grade Protection
11 - Underslab Barrier

Insect Entry
Joints and construction seams need to be sealed against
insect and pest entry. But since cracks will always occur
after construction of the slab, and the location of postconstruction cracks cannot be predicted, insects have potential
entry points from anywhere underneath the slab. Subterranean
termites, some as small as 1/50th of an inch, can work their way
through openings which appear to be tight. As time goes by,
cracks, joints, and seams can open due to the forces of nature
such as freeze/thaw, wind, soil settlement, soil expansion and
contraction, and wet/dry cycles.
Long term insect exclusion thus requires that the entire horizontal
surface apart from drainage points be sealed against insect
entry. Sealant must be elastomeric, to accommodate
movement at cracks or joints.

Visitor’s Center
Mission, TX

Note:
If Underslab Barrier is used and
tied together with vertical
and above-grade materials,
a floor underlayment barrier is
not required. Underslab Barrier
must be installed by a
professional waterproofing
contractor.

TERM Underslab Barrier
®

TERM® Underslab Barrier can provide complete horizontal protection against insects and pests. It
also provides full waterproofing protection, as well as blocking radioactive radon gas, and keeps
the top of the slab warmer in cold weather.

®

Below Grade Protection
12 - Foundation Barrier

Residence
Concrete Foundation
Maui, HI

Residence
ICF Foundation
Verdi, CA

Insect Entry
Subterranean termites and other insects enter through
foundation cracks and seams. On concrete masonry block
walls, entry can occur through the hollow cores inside the
concrete blocks.
ICF walls have been found to be a nesting place for termite.
ICF provides warmth and shelter for termite colonies, plus
subterranean termites can easily chew through the foam to
reach wood and cellulose based materials inside the structure.

TERM Foundation Barrier
®

TERM Foundation Barrier blocks subterranean termites. Additionally, it has been used since 1970
as a below-grade foundation waterproofing system.
TERM Foundation Barrier is used on concrete foundations (left). It has also been used as a termite
barrier on ICF foundation walls on hundreds of projects since 2002. (Shown on the above right photo).
TERM Foundation Barrier has been certified for use with the National Green Building Standard for
use with NGBS practices 602.1.2 (foundation waterproofing), 602.1.5 (termite barrier), and 602.1.6
(termite resistant materials).

®

Innovation based.

Employee owned.

Expect more.

Our Company - Our People
INNOVATION BASED - EMPLOYEE OWNED - EXPECT MORE
“Innovation Based” - We introduce innovative products. Products innovated by Polyguard represent
almost 2/3 of our sales volume.
“Employee Owned” - 100% of Polyguard’s stock is owned by our Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP).
“Expect More” - When you talk to Polyguard, you are usually talking to an owner. Our employee owners
have led Polyguard to 24 successive years of sales growth. Know of any business who can match 24
successive years of growth?
Polyguard offers a wide range of barrier systems designed to seal your home from pests. Those include
products for pre-construction as well as several options for existing structures. Think of Polyguard as an
innovator and manufacturer of barriers – not just barriers against moisture, insects, and energy leaks, but
against contaminants like radioactive radon gas and methane. No sick buildings here.

24 Consecutive years of sales growth

47 years of building envelope barriers

17 years of pest exclusion research
214 - 515 - 5000
www.PolyguardBarriers.com
Background of Polyguard building productswww.polyguardproducts.com/term/architects/term-timeline/
Development of insect exclusion

www.polyguardproducts.com/term/architects/long-history-in-barriers/

How TERM Barriers are built into a homewww.polyguardproducts.com/term/architects/step-by-step/
Presentation to National Pest Management
www.polyguardproducts.com/sustainable-future/
Conference by Dr. Roger Gold

